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Elie Street Nursery
October ’25 Newsletter 
Included in this month’s newsletter are some recent updates/information.

Front Door Entry
To gain access to the nursery you must press the button for ADMIN this is directly linked to the automatic door access and means it will open quicker.  The front door is a slow start as it opens but we ask that you avoid the temptation to pull it as this will cause damage to the door.  Please appreciate this is out with our control and something that is very important to us in line with security.
Collection Times
Can we kindly remind all families to keep to their allocated collection times. By following the agreed times, we can make sure we have the right number of staff available to safely care for all children and meet the required staff–child ratios.
We do understand that on the odd occasion things don’t always go to plan, and if you are running late, you must let us know as soon as possible so we can make the necessary arrangements to help. We have found ourselves in situations recently whereby staff have worked on longer to safely meet ratios due to children not being picked up on time.  This has a knock-on effect on their own commitments outside of the nursery, so we need to all work together on this to ensure timely pickups.
Thank you for your support and understanding in helping us maintain a safe environment for all children.
Important Dates
Please note the nursery will be closed on the following dates:

· Friday 10th October – In Service Day

· Monday 13th – Friday 17th October – October Break

Halloween Plans
We will be providing children with fun Halloween themed learning opportunities during the week of the 27th – 31st October.  Children are also invited over the week to dress up should they want to.  We ask that children do not wear masks or bring in accessories that promote violence (toy weapons).  This is because some children can be frightened by both. There is no ‘big’ Halloween party, instead the children will celebrate throughout the week giving them opportunities to choose whether or not they want to participate and still giving them the freedom to explore their everyday environment.
Staff CPD
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) in Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) is essential for ensuring we stay up to date with best practices, policies, and emerging research. It supports the delivery of high-quality care and education by enhancing staff skills, confidence, and the ability to meet the diverse needs of our children and families.  This month our staff team have been focusing on:

EAL: Songs, Rhymes and Chants – Fran
EAL: Bringing Stories Alive - Fran
Inclusion: A Different Starting Point – Lorraine (CDO)

Spare Clothes
Please bring in a spare set of clothes in your child’s nursery bag for times when they may require a change.  With lots of fun outdoor play and the seasons changing, children will more than likely need some extra clothes.
MacMillan Fundraiser Feedback
Thank you all so much for your support with our recent MacMillan fundraiser.  We are delighted to share that we smashed our original target of £100 and raised £480.60 which is amazing! We would like to thank our parent volunteers who distributed letters, baked, provided and purchased items for sale and attended our tea/coffee morning.  We really do appreciate all the support.  In the coming weeks Sharon (CDO) our Parent Partnership Lead who organised the event (big well done Sharon!) will reach out to you for some feedback to help us plan future events.  We would also like to thank Sainsbury’s, Tesco, McGhee’s Bakery, Lily Bake’s, Shop Local and Santa Lucia’s for donating lots of delicious items/raffle prizes and supporting our community efforts to benefit a wonderful charity – THANK YOU!
Toy fund
This month money from our Toy Fund (parent contributions) has been spent on:
· Baking ingredients/equipment – banana bread has been a recent hit!
· Resources to support our SIMOA commitment (lovely purple elephant)
· Outdoor Ipad covers/bags – to allow us to capture learning on the move!

Thank you
Thank you all for your continued support at Elie Street, we hope you all have a lovely October Break when it comes!
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