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Elie Street Nursery
Hello parents/carers,
Hello everyone, I want to welcome all our wonderful returning children and families back to Elie Street after summer break and extend a warm welcome to all our lovely new children and families just beginning their journey with us.  We are excited to work with you all for what I’m sure will be another fun filled year.  Included in this month’s newsletter are some recent updates/information.

New Playroom Entry and Exit System
As you know this year we have begun access into the playroom for parents again.  We are pleased to hear the positive response to this change and happy to report back on how well it is going in terms of supporting transitions with our children.  With this change comes a new playroom entry and exit system to limit congestion and follow guidance from Care Inspectorate (SIMOA – new signage on doors) on safety around transitions.  Parents/children, staff and visitors enter the playroom through the first door and exit the playroom from the second (middle) door.  The third playroom door is for lunch access (trolley) only to minimise interruptions at mealtimes.  Again, I am pleased to report how well this is working and would like to thank you all for supporting this change and working with us to ensure children’s safety – it is very much appreciated!

Curiosity Inspired Learning Environments
As you will all have seen by now, our playroom is looking very different to what it did before summer.  We took on board child/parent feedback, reviewed engagement opportunities for children, and staff attended best practice visits to other ELC establishments.  This has allowed us to develop a space that we feel is more open, calm and curiosity led/Froebelian inspired.  We have noticed already how well the children have enjoyed autonomy over their play, interests and free flow from indoor and outdoor learning and it has been really exciting to watch.  The staff team have worked hard to collaborate and reflect on how we can best use our spaces, and it has been lovely to hear all the positive comments so far from both children and families.  We will continue to do our best in our capacity for improvement.

Meaningful Mealtimes
We have begun our ‘slow pedagogy’ approach to mealtimes this month.  Encouraging a more ‘unhurried’ approach.  Unhurried mealtimes grounded in slow pedagogy foster meaningful connections, promote self-regulation/independence, and support children’s social, emotional, and language development. It is early days, but the children have taken to the ‘rolling lunch’ system with great enthusiasm and delight, demonstrating and role modelling their independence skills very well!

Addition of Piano in the Entry
We are thrilled to have our own piano in the entry way to allow children the opportunity to express themselves using real-life musical instruments.  We really believe music creates ‘a sense of belonging and forming of relationships’ and have been delighted and impressed with all the early musicians we have seen so far enjoying the piano.  Chelsea our wonderful clerical assistant has created a ‘song book’ with music inside to allow the children to play along to familiar songs and nursery rhymes encouraging musicality, language and literacy skills.  The notes are displayed on the keys so please feel free to have a go!

Vision, Values and Aims
We asked for family and staff views before summer around the nurseries vision, values and aims and received great feedback that has helped us shape and remodel our ethos going forward.  The staff team discussed ‘What Matters’ Most?’ at our August In-Service, taking into account all the feedback we collected, and we are pleased to share with you our Elie Street updated VVA (Attached along with newsletter).  You will now see them displayed in the nursery too – thank you for all your contributions.

Wellies in Hallway
There are some wellie boots in the hallway that have been left by staff for parents to collect to take home if they wish.  We have a number of wellies available for children to access with limited storage in the nursery to keep excess so if you recognise a pair you can use at home, please feel free to collect.

We Are on the Look Out for:
The style of our playroom has changed to create a more homely/home from home aesthetic to foster a more nurturing, cosy and calm space for the children.  We still have some items to collect that would make great additions to our nursery so if you have any of these at home you no longer want or know anyone who can donate them to us, then we are looking for a low level antique style table to assist our lunch space and a similar style small dresser for our entry way.  Think ‘granny chic’ as this is right up our street!

Seesaw Update
Last year there was a significant price increase to the cost of Seesaw resulting in a number of GCC ELC establishments considering alternative digital learning platforms – many of which choosing to move to ‘Showbie’.  It looks like for us at Elie Street we will also be considering Showbie hopefully in the near future.  We will do our best to keep you updated with this transition when we know more.

Toy fund
This month money from our Toy Fund (parent contributions) has been spent on:
· Sun cream – for those lovely sunny days we had!
· Baking ingredients/equipment – the children have thoroughly enjoyed participating in baking experiences and have even made a trip to the local shops to buy the items from their shopping list – the learning opportunities have been endless and lots of fun has been had!
· Cosy décor items – throws, cushions, blankets etc. to bring more cosy, comfort to the playroom.

Resettling
Some of our returning children may be require ‘resettling’ after the long summer break as they adjust back into their nursery routine, this is perfectly normal.  Please note that all staff will work with you and your child to create a plan of support during this time.

Collection Times
Can we kindly ask all families to keep to their allocated collection times. This isn’t just to help the day run smoothly it’s also an important part of meeting Care Inspectorate guidance. By following the agreed times, we can make sure we have the right number of staff available to safely care for all children and meet the required staff–child ratios which helps our team plan the day effectively.
We do understand that on the odd occasion things don’t always go to plan, and if you are running late, please let us know as soon as possible so we can make the necessary arrangements to help.
Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a safe, happy, and well-organised environment for all children.
Staffing
We would like you all to welcome Pamela Lambe to Elie Street who is joining us as Team Leader for the next few weeks.  We are excited to have her support and share in her knowledge of Froebelian practices.  Pamela will introduce herself to you all and is looking forward to getting to know you all better.
Thank you
Thank you all for your continued support at Elie Street, we are excited for the next year!
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